WHAT IS THE SPIRITUAL HIERARCHY?

THE WORK OF THE SPIRITUAL HIERARCHY AND THE CHRIST TODAY

“Forget not one important point. The Hierarchy itself is the result of human activity and
aspiration; it has been created by humanity. Its members are human beings who have lived,
suffered, achieved, failed, attained success, endured death and passed through the experience
of resurrection. They are the same in nature as are those who struggle today with the processes
of disintegration but who—nevertheless —have in them the seed of resurrection. All states of
consciousness are known to Them and They have mastered all of them; They have mastered
them as men, thus guaranteeing to humanity the same ultimate achievement. We are apt to look
upon the members of the Hierarchy as different radically from humanity, forgetting that the
Hierarchy is a community of successful men, Who earlier submitted Themselves to the
purificatory fires of daily living, working out their own salvation as men and women of affairs,
as business men, as husbands and wives, farmers and rulers and that they know life, therefore,
in all its phases and gradation. They have surmounted the experiences of life; Their great
Master is the Christ; They have passed through the initiations of the new birth, the baptism, the
transfiguration, the final crucifixion and the resurrection. But they still are men and differ from
the Christ only in the fact that He, the first of our humanity to attain divinity, the Eldest in a
great family of brothers (as St. Paul expresses it), the Master of the Masters and the Teacher of
angels and of men was deemed so pure, so holy and so enlightened that He was permitted to
embody for us the great cosmic principle of love; He thus revealed to us, for the first time, the
nature of the heart of God.

These perfected men, therefore, exist; They are more than men because the divine spirit in them
registers all stages of consciousness and awareness —subhuman, human and superhuman. This
inclusive development enables them to work with men, to contact humanity at need, and to

know how to lead us forward to the phases of resurrection.

(Externalization of the Hierarchy (EOH), 472/3)
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